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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Zigmond et al. (6,698,020). 

As to claim 1 , the claimed "receiving a plurality of TV programs" and "allowing the 
viewer to select one of the plurality of received TV programs for viewing" is disclosed by 
Zigmond et al. wherein the television receives a plurality of TV programs and allows the 
viewer to select one of the programs (column 7, lines 13-36), wherein "the user may be 
presented with multiple ads (or "programs") and asked to select one for viewing" 
(column 9, lines 21- 31). The claimed "responding to viewer selection by controlling the 
programming displayed to the viewer in accordance with the viewer selection and with 
previously determined viewing preferences of the viewer" is met wherein the reference 
teaches that 'advertisements to be shown to a viewer are selected according to 
designated criteria (claimed "responding to viewer selection by controlling the 
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programming displayed to the viewer'') in combination with information that 
characterizes the viewer (claimed "previously determined viewing preferences of the 
viewer"), the content of video programming feed (claimed "in accordance with the 
viewer selection"), and the geographical location of the household' (column 6, lines 6-9). 

As to claim 2, the claimed "displaying the viewer selected program and additional 
programs selected in accordance with the previously determined viewing preferences 
of the viewer" is met as disclosed by Zigmond et al, wherein Viewers change the 
television channel to tune into channels that are broadcasting programming' (column 
13, lines 12-19) (claimed "viewer selected program"), and 'advertisements to be shown 
to a viewer are selected according to designated criteria in combination with 
information that characterizes the viewer (claimed "previously determined viewing 
preferences of the viewer") (column 6, lines 6-9), which are displayed on display [61], 
Figure 3 and display [58], Figure 4. 

As to claim 3, the claimed "displaying one or more advertisements" is met since 
'the user may select one of a plurality of ads' that 'the user is presented with' (column 9, 
lines 30-31). 

As to claim 4, the claimed "receiving a plurality of additional programs" is met as 
discussed in claim 3, since displaying a plurality of advertisements or "additional 
programs" requires the receiving of the additional programs. 

As to claim 5, the claimed "selecting one or more of the received additional 
program in accordance with the previously determined viewing preferences of the 
viewer for display to the viewer" is disclosed by Zigmond et al., wherein 'the user may 
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select one of a plurality of ads' that *the user is presented with' (column 9, lines 30-31), 
wherein the 'ads or "additional programs" to be shown to a viewer are selected 
according to designated criteria in combination with information that characterizes the 
viewer' (claimed "previously determined viewing preferences of the viewer") (column 6, 
lines 6-9). 

As to claim 6, the claimed "receiving the plurality of programs through one or 
more broadcast televisions, cable television networks, computer networks, or telephone 
networks" is disclosed by Zigmond et al. wherein 'programming is transmitted via any 
suitable program delivery channel, such as an over-the-air broadcast, a cable provider, 
a consumer satellite service, telephone lines, via the Internet, or by any other system for 
transmitting video data' (column 7, lines 17-21). 

As to claim 7, the claimed "receiving the ad.ditional programs independently of 
the TV programs" is met as shown in figure 4, wherein ad source 62 or "additional 
programs" and programming source [66] or "or TV programs" are each received 
independently through streams [64] and [52] respectively. 

As to claim 8, the claimed "receiving the plurality of TV programs on a first set of 
TV channels" and "receiving the plurality of additional programs on a second set of TV 
channels" is disclosed by Zigmond et al. wherein "advertisement stream 64 may be 
broadcast on a dedicated channel during a late night period of time when relatively few 
viewers are watching television" TV programs are on a different channel (column 18, 
lines 10-15). 
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As to claim 9, Zigmond et al. disclose "multiplexing advertisement stream 64 into 
video programming feeds 38 and 39," (column 18, lines 20-21) which meets the 
claimed "receiving the additional programs multiplexed with one or more of the TV 
programs." 

As to claim 10, the claimed "storing the received additional programs for 
subsequent display to the viewer" is met by "a local repository having stored therein a 
plurality of advertisements, from which an advertisement stream 64 is delivered to the 
ad insertion device" (column 8, lines 2-7), which is later displayed on display [58]. 

As to claim 1 1 , the claimed "displaying the viewer selected program and 
additional programs selected in accordance with the previously determined viewing 
preferences of the viewer from among the stored additional programs" is disclosed by 
Zigmond et al. wherein Viewers change the television channel to tune into channels 
that are broadcasting programming' (column 13, lines 12-19) (claimed "viewer selected 
program") and "a device such as advertisement repository 86 of FIG. 5 may be used to 
store the transmitted advertisements for later selection and display" (column 18, lines 
1-11). 

As to claim 12, the claimed "receiving a plurality of additional programs including 
targeting parameters related to the previously determined viewing preferences of the 
viewer" is disclosed by Zigmond et al. wherein the "plurality of additional programs" are 
met as discussed in claim 4, and wherein "The viewer and system information may 
include data provided by the viewer upon initiation of the services provided by the ad 
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insertion device 80, such as a voluntary survey or questionnaire filled out during the 
registration process" (column 10, lines 36-48). 

As to claim 13, the claimed "targeting parameters include one or more of TV 
viewing preferences, demographic information, and additional program display 
schedule information" is disclosed by Zigmond wherein 'advertisements to be shown to 
a viewer are selected according to designated criteria in combination with information 
that characterizes the viewer (claimed "viewing preferences"), the content of video 
programming feed (claimed "additional program display schedule information"), and the 
geographical location of the household' (claimed "demographic information") (column 
6, lines 6-9). Furthermore, "viewer demographic data may be stored in storage 
location 82, including age, sex, income, preferred language, number of residents, or 
similar information (claimed "demographic information") (column 10, lines 48-54). Also, 
"the advertisement parameters include, for example, a description of the content of the 
advertisement, codes that identify the subject matter of the advertisement, or other 
mechanisms for characterizing the advertisement so that the advertisement may be 
displayed to an appropriate segment of the viewing population... the ad selection rules 
used to match the viewer and system information of storage location 82 or the 
programming content information of electronic program database 81 with the 
advertisement parameters associated with the advertisements" (claimed "additional 
program display schedule information") (column 11, lines 31-49). 

With respect to claims 14-23, the receiving of data as specified in claims 1-13 
require the transmission of said data. 
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As to claim 14, the claimed "transmitting a plurality of TV programs..." is 
disclosed by Zigmond et al. as discussed in claim 1 since the programs that were 
received require transmission; "transmitting a plurality of additional programs... with 
previously determined viewing preferences of the viewer*' is met as discussed in claims 
4 and 1 since the programs that were received require transmission. Zigmond et al. 
disclose the claimed "the selected additional programs for display to the viewer with the 
selected TV program" as discussed in claim 2. 

As to claim 15, the claimed "transmitting a plurality of additional programs 
independently of the TV programs" is disclosed by Zigmond et al. met since the 
additional programs that were received independently of TV programs require 
transmission as discussed in claim 7. 

As to claim 16, the claimed "transmitting a plurality of advertisements" is 
disclosed by Zigmond et al. since the plurality of advertisements received require 
transmission as discussed in claim 3. 

As to claim 17, Zigmond et al. disclose the claimed "transmitting the plurality of 
programs" since the "the plurality of programs..." received require transmission as 
discussed in claim 6. 

As to claim 18, the claimed "transmitting a plurality of additional programs 
independently of the TV programs" is disclosed by Zigmond et al. met since the 
additional programs that were received independently of TV programs require 
transmission as discussed in claim 7. 
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As to claim 19, the claimed "transmitting the plurality of TV programs... and 
additional programs on a second set..." is disclosed by Zigmond et al. met since the 
programs that were received on different sets of TV channels require transmission as 
discussed in claim 8. 

As to claim 20, the claimed "transmitting the additional programs multiplexed..." 
is disclosed by Zigmond et al. met since received additional multiplexed programs 
require transmission as discussed in claim 9. 

As to claim 21, the claimed "transmitting a plurality of additional programs..." is 
disclosed by Zigmond et al. met since the additional programs that were received 
require transmission as discussed in claim 1 1 . 

As to claim 22, the claimed "transmitting a plurality of additional programs 
including targeting parameters..." is disclosed by Zigmond et al. met since the plurality 
of additional programs including targeting parameters received require transmission as 
discussed in claim 12. 

As to claim 23, the claimed "targeting parameters..." is met as discussed in claim 

13. 

Contact Information 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shirley Chang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8546. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306, 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
SC 
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